
 

Parents have mobilized to defend our kids’  
Schools and we are in this for the long haul. 
How will we spend our time next year? 

Looking Ahead for Great Alaska 
Schools Anchorage 

• GASA will publically thank legislators 
for supporting public schools, and 
making this truly the “Education 
Session.” 

• GASA will work with school districts 
to ensure that the funds that we 
worked so hard to secure are spent 
appropriately, with maximum value 
going to the classroom. 

• GASA will work with those who want 
to examine the foundation formula to 
determine if there are improvements 
that will ensure that state funds are 
distributed most effectively while 
maintaining equity statewide. 
 

• GASA will develop a strategy to maximize the chances 
that the BSA will be adequately increased in the 2015 
Legislative Session. 

• Strategy components that will be considered include: 
o Assigning a letter grade to each current legislator 

based on his/her support for providing adequate, 
predictable and stable education funding, as 
demonstrated by votes this session; 

o Encouraging GASA members to channel the energy 
they brought to this effort into keeping education 
funding a top priority for legislators going into 
2015; 

o Continuing to inform all Alaskans about the 
importance of stable education funding and the role 
of the Legislature in providing those funds. 

Was the BSA increased $400 in FY2015 with scheduled increases of $125 in FY2016 and FY2017? 

YES NO 

• Great Alaska Schools Anchorage is a grassroots collection of individual parents and 
community members who recognize the need to improve public schools in Alaska. 

• At this time, our number one priority is to secure adequate predictable and stable funding 
for our schools.  We look forward to moving on to the next steps of partnering with the State 
and school districts to improve how education funds are spent. 

• The annual fight to secure an inflation-based increase in school funding is extremely 
inefficient and burdensome for school districts, teachers, and citizens. That is why we will 
continue to insist that the increased funding go into the BSA, and not one-time funding that 
must be fought over each year. 

• As ordinary citizens, we do not intend to make an annual trip to Juneau year after year to 
advocate for sustained funding for public schools. But we will come back until the increased 
funding goes into the BSA.  

• We are confident that we speak for a large majority of Alaskans who are tired of education 
funding being threatened and diminished every year. 

• We ask legislators to take advantage of GASA’s commitment and energy and work with us to 
improve how education funds are spent, rather than focusing solely on securing adequate 
funds from the Legislature. 

• Increase the BSA $400 in FY2015, with scheduled increases of $125 in FY16 and $125 in 
FY17. 


